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THE SENATE 

STATE OF HAWAII 
TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE, 201 8 

JAN 2 4 2018 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO THE JUDICIARY. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 602, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended by adding a new section to be appropriately designated 

and to read as follows: 

"S602- Cer t i f ied  q u e s t i o n s ;  p rocedure .  (a) A court of 

inferior jurisdiction may certify to the supreme court a 

question or proposition of law on which the court of inferior 

jurisdiction seeks instruction for the proper decision of a case 

that the suDreme court has remanded to that inferior court. The 

certificate shall contain a statement of the nature of the case 

and the facts on which the question or proposition of law 

arises. Only questions or propositions of law may be certified, 

and they shall be stated separately and with precision. 

(b) The supreme court shall answer a certified question or 

proposition of law from a court of inferior jurisdiction within 

15 fifteen calendar days of receipt. 
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1 (c) The supreme court may adopt rules regarding the 

2 preparation and presentation of the certificate and any 

3 associated briefs." 

SECTION 2. New statutory material is underscored. 

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

INTRODUCED BY: 
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S.B. NO. 3017 

R e p o r t  T i t l e :  
Courts; Supreme Court; Certified Questions 

D e s c r i p t i o n  : 
Provides that a court of inferior jurisdiction may certify to 
the Hawaii Supreme Court a question or proposition of law on 
which the court of inferior jurisdiction seeks instruction for 
the proper decision of a remanded case. Requires the Supreme 
Court to answer the question within 15 calendar days. 

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent. 
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